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          Babur was born on 14 February 1483 in the city of Andijan, Andijan Province, Fergana 

Valley, contemporary Uzbekistan. He was the eldest son of Umar Sheikh Mirza, ruler of the 

Fergana Valley, the son of Abu Said Mirza (and grandson of Miran Shah, who was himself son 

of Timur) and his wife Qutlugh Nigar Khanum, daughter of Yunus Khan, the ruler of 

Moghulistan (and great-great grandson of Tughlugh Timur, the son of Esen Buqa I, who was 

the great-great-great grandson of Chaghatai Khan, the second-born son of Genghis Khan).  

Babur married several times. Notable among his sons are Humayun, Kamran Mirza 

and Hindal Mirza. Babur died in 1530 in Agra and Humayun succeeded him. Babur was first 

buried in Agra but, as per his wishes, his remains were moved to Kabul and reburied. As a 

patrilineal descendant of Timur, Babur considered himself a Timurid and Chagatai Turkic. 

He ranks as a national hero in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. Many of his poems have become 

popular folk songs. He wrote the Baburnama in Chaghatai Turkic; it was translated into 

Persian during the reign (1556–1605) of his grandson, the Emperor Akbar. 

Ẓahīr-ud-Dīn is Arabic for "Defender of the Faith" (of Islam), and Muhammad honours 

the Islamic prophet. 

The difficulty of pronouncing the name for his Central Asian Turco-Mongol army may 

have been responsible for the greater popularity of his nickname Babur, also variously spelled 

Baber, Babar, and Bābor. The name is generally taken in reference to the Persian babr, 

meaning "tiger". The word repeatedly appears in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and was borrowed 

into the Turkic languages of Central Asia. Thackston argues for an alternate derivation from 

the PIE word "beaver", pointing to similarities between the pronunciation Bābor and the 

Russian bobr  ("beaver"). 

   Babur's memoirs form the main source for details of his life. They are known as the 

Baburnama and were written in Chaghatai Turkic, his mother-tongue, though, according to 

Dale, "his Turkic prose is highly Persianized in its sentence structure, morphology or word 

formation and vocabulary. “Baburnama” was translated into Persian during the rule of 

Babur's grandson Akbar. 
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Babur hailed from the Barlas tribe, which was of Mongol origin and had embraced 

Turkic and Persian culture. They had also converted to Islam centuries earlier and resided in 

Turkestan and Khorasan. Aside from the Chaghatai language, Babur was equally fluent in 

Persian, the lingua franca of the Timurid elite. 

Hence, Babur, though nominally a Mongol (or Moghul in Persian language), drew much 

of his support from the local Turkic and Iranian people of Central Asia, and his army was 

diverse in its ethnic makeup. It included Persians (known to Babur as "Sarts" and "Tajiks"), 

ethnic Afghans, Arabs, as well as Barlas and Chaghatayid Turko-Mongols from Central Asia. 

In 1494, eleven-year-old Babur became the ruler of Fergana, in present-day Uzbekistan, 

after Umar Sheikh Mirza died "while tending pigeons in an ill-constructed dovecote that 

toppled into the ravine below the palace". During this time, two of his uncles from the 

neighbouring kingdoms, who were hostile to his father, and a group of nobles who wanted his 

younger brother Jahangir to be the ruler, threatened his succession to the throne. His uncles 

were relentless in their attempts to dislodge him from this position as well as from many of 

his other territorial possessions to come. Babur was able to secure his throne mainly because 

of help from his maternal grandmother, Aisan Daulat Begum, although there was also some 

luck involved. 

Babur's first wife, Aisha Sultan Begum, was his paternal cousin, the daughter of Sultan 

Ahmad Mirza, his father's brother. She was an infant when betrothed to Babur, who was 

himself five years old. They married eleven years later, c. 1498–99. The couple had one 

daughter, Fakhr-un-Nissa, who died within a year in 1500. Three years later, after Babur's 

first defeat at Fergana, Aisha left him and returned to her father's household. In 1504, Babur 

married Zaynab Sultan Begum, who died childless within two years. In the period 1506–08, 

Babur married four women, Maham Begum (in 1506), Masuma Sultan Begum, Gulrukh 

Begum and Dildar Begum. Babur had four children by Maham Begum, of whom only one 

survived infancy. This was his eldest son and heir, Humayun. Masuma Sultan Begum died 

during childbirth; the year of her death is disputed (either 1508 or 1519). Gulrukh bore Babur 

two sons, Kamran and Askari, and Dildar Begum was the mother of Babur's youngest son, 

Hindal. Babur later married Mubaraka Yusufzai, a Pashtun woman of the Yusufzai tribe. 

Gulnar Aghacha and Nargul Aghacha were two Circassian slaves given to Babur as gifts by 
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Tahmasp Shah Safavi, the Shah of Persia. They became "recognized ladies of the royal 

household." 

Consorts 

 Maham Begum (married in 1506), chief consort 

 Aisha Sultan Begum (married 1499–1503), daughter of Sultan Ahmed Mirza 

 Zainab Sultan Begum (married in 1504), daughter of Sultan Mahmud Mirza 

 Masuma Sultan Begum (married in 1507), daughter of Sultan Ahmed Mirza and half-

sister of Aisha Sultan Begum 

 Bibi Mubarika (married in 1519), Pashtun of the Yusufzai tribe 

 Gulrukh Begum (not to be confused with Babur's daughter Gulrukh Begum, who was 

also known as Gulbarg Begum) 

 Dildar Begum 

 Gulnar Aghacha, Circassian concubine 

 Nargul Aghacha, Circassian concubine 

The identity of the mother of one of Babur's daughters, Gulrukh Begum is disputed. 

Gulrukh's mother may have been the daughter of Sultan Mahmud Mirza by his wife Pasha 

Begum who is referred to as Saliha Sultan Begum in certain secondary sources, however this 

name is not mentioned in the Baburnama or the works of Gulbadan Begum, which casts 

doubt on her existence. This woman may never have existed at all or she may even be the 

same woman as Dildar Begum. 

Babur had several children with his consorts: 

Sons  

 Humayun (6 March 1508 – 27 January 1556), son with Maham Begum, succeeded 

Babur as the second Mughal Emperor 

 Kamran Mirza (died 1557), son with Gulrukh Begum 

 Askari Mirza, son with Gulrukh Begum 

 Hindal Mirza, son with Dildar Begum 

 Ahmad Mirza, son with Gulrukh Begum, died young 

 Shahrukh Mirza, son with Gulrukh Begum, died young 

 Barbul Mirza, son with Maham Begum, died in infancy 

 Alwar Mirza, son with Dildar Begum, died in childhood 

 Faruq Mirza, son with Maham Begum, died in infancy 

Daughters 

 Fakhr-un-Nissa Begum, daughter with Aisha Sultan Begum, died in infancy. 

 Aisan Daulat Begum, daughter with Maham Begum, died in infancy. 

 Mehr Jahan Begum, daughter with Maham Begum, died in infancy. 

 Masuma Sultan Begum, daughter with Masuma Sultan Begum. Married to 

Muhammad Zaman Mirza. 

 Gulzar Begum, daughter with Gulrukh Begum, died young. 

It is generally agreed that, as a Timurid, Babur was not only significantly influenced by 

the Persian culture, but also that his empire gave rise to the expansion of the Persianate 

ethos in the Indian subcontinent. He emerged in his own telling as a Timurid Renaissance 

inheritor, leaving signs of Islamic, artistic literary, and social aspects in India. 

 


